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(g) Monitor apparatus for audio-visual system. 

(57) A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual sys- 
tem which is so superior in user interface that 
the user can select a program to be displayed 
without being aware of audio-visual units con- 
stituting the audio-visual system is disclosed. A 
first control window for selecting one of 
audio-visual units of the audio-visual system 
and a second control window for designating 
an operation mode of the selected audio-visual 
unit are displayed on a screen of a monitor unit. 
Designations of the audio-visual units are dis- 
played in the first window, and when one of the 
designations is pointed by a pointing device to 
select a corresponding audio-visual unit, avail- 
able operation modes of the selected audio- 
visual unit are displayed in the second window. 
Then, when one of the operation modes is 
pointed by the pointing device to select it, the 
selected audio-visual unit is put into the selec- 
ted operation mode. Also an improved control 
menu displaying apparatus is disclosed. 
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This invention relates to a monitor apparatus for 
an audio-visual system, and more particularly to a 
monitor apparatus by which selection of one of a num- 
ber of displayed programs and selection of an opera- 
tion mode of an audio-visual unit connected thereto 5 
can be performed using a pointing device while the 
screen is watched. The present invention further re- 
lates to a display apparatus by which a controlling 
menu for selection of a program is displayed on a tel- 
evision receiver or a monitor unit of an audio- visual 10 
system. 

Audio-visual systems generally have such a con- 
figuration as shown in FIG. 20 of the accompanying 
drawings. Referring to FIG. 20, the audio-visual sys- 
tem includes an audio-visual monitor unit 171 and 15 
three audio-visual units including a video tape recor- 
der (VTR) 173, a laser disk player (LDP) 175 and a 
video tape recorder 176 integrated with a camera 
(such video tape recorder will be hereinafter referred 
to as camcorder). The video tape recorder 1 73 is con- 20 
nected to a first audio-visual terminal a of the audio- 
visual monitor unit 171 by way of an audio-visual 
cable 178; the laser disk player 175 is connected to 
a second audio-visual terminal b of the monitor unit 
171 by way of a not her audio-visual cable 180; and the 25 
camcorder 176 is connected to a third audio-visual 
terminal c of the monitor unit 171 by way of a further 
audio-visual cable 181, so that video signals and au- 
dio signals of the video tape recorder 173, the laser 
disk player 1 75 and the camcorder 1 76 may be input- 30 
ted to the monitor unit 1 71 . 

In the audio-visual system, when a broadcast of, 
for example, the sixth channel is to be received by 
means of a tuner of the video tape recorder 173 and 
displayed on the audio-visual monitor unit 171, the 35 
user will first manually operate a remote control unit 
(not shown) of the video tape recorder 173 to set the 
tuner of the video tape recorder 1 73 to the sixth chan- 
nel. Then, the user will manually operate a remote 
control unit (not shown) of the monitor unit 1 71 to se- 40 
lect the first audio-visual input terminal a of the mon- 
itor unit 171 while watching the screen of the monitor 
unit 171. 

With the audio-visual system described above, 
however, since only characters representing the 45 
name of a selected one of the audio-visual input ter- 
minals a to c of the monitor unit 171 are displayed on 
the screen of the monitor unit 171 like "Video 1", even 
if the user watches the screen of the monitor unit 1 71 , 
the user cannot know the image of which audio-visual 50 
unit the screen displays. Accordingly, the user must 
always be aware which audio-visual units are con- 
nected to the individual audio-visual input terminals 
of the monitor unit 171. 

With the conventional audio-visual system, how- ss 
ever, selection of an audio-visual unit and selection of 
a channel are performed separately and are not han- 
dled in the same hierarchy. Further, since only char- 


acters representing the name of a selected one of the 
audio-visual input terminals are displayed on the 
screen of the monitor unit while the names of the au- 
dio-visual units connected to the audio-input termi- 
nals of the monitor unit are not displayed, the user 
must always be aware of the audio-visual units con- 
nected to the audio-input terminals of the monitor 
unit. Accordingly, user interface of the conventional 
audio-visual system is somewhat lacking. 

A modified audio-visual system is also known and 
shown in FIG. 21. The audio-visual system shown is 
different from the audio-visual system shown in FIG. 
20 in that it additionally includes an audio-visual (AV) 
selector 172. An output of the audio-visual selector 
172 is connected, for example, to the first audio-vis- 
ual input terminal a of the monitor unit 171 by way of 
an audio-visual cable 177. The audio-visual system 
further includes a tuner 174 as an additional audio- 
visual unit. The audio-visual units, that is, the video 
tape recorder 173, the tuner 174, the laser disk player 
175 and the camcorder 176, are connected to input 
terminals of the audio-visual selector 172 by way of 
audio- visual cables 178, 179, 180 and 181, respec- 
tively. One of the audio-visual units 1 73 to 176 is se- 
lected by the audio-visual selector 172, and a video 
signal and an audio signal of the selected audio-vis- 
ual unit are inputted to the first audio- visual input ter- 
minal a of the monitor unit 171 . 

In the present audio- visual system, when, for ex- 
ample, a reproduction program of the laser disk player 
175 is to be displayed on the monitor unit 1 71 , the au- 
dio-visual selector 172 will first be manually operated 
to set so that the output of the laser disk player 175 
may be selected. Then, the remote control unit (not 
shown) of the monitor unit 171 will be manually oper- 
ated to select the first audio-visual input terminal a 
while watching the screen of the monitor unit 171. 
Then, a remote control unit of the laser disk player 
175 will be manually operated to set the laser disk 
player 175 to a reproduction mode. 

With the conventional audio- visual system de- 
scribed above, however, since only characters repre- 
senting the name of an audio-visual input terminal 
and an operation mode of the audio-visual unit are 
displayed on the screen of the monitor unit 171 like 
"Reproduction of Video 1", even if the user watches 
the screen of the monitor unit the user cannot know 
the image of which audio-visual unit the screen dis- 
plays. Further, since a remote control unit is provided 
for each of the audio-visual units which constitute the 
audio-visual system, the user cannot select a remote 
control unit unless the user is aware the image of 
which audio-visual unit the user watches. 

In order to solve this problem, audio-visual sys- 
tems have been developed wherein manually oper- 
able keys for controlling a plurality of audio-visual 
units are disposed on a housing of a single remote 
control unit or wherein a change-over switch for au- 
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dio-visual units is provided so that one manually op- 
erable key is used commonly for a plurality of audio- 
visual units. However, since the problem that the au- 
dio-visual units cannot be controlled by means of the 
manually operable keys unless the user is aware the s 
image of which audio-visual unit the user watches at 
present remains unsolved, the audio-visual system is 
difficult to use where it involves a large number of au- 
dio-visual units. 

Meanwhile, various displaying apparatus for dis- 10 
playing a control menu for a television receiver are al- 
ready known. One of the control menu displaying ap- 
paratus is shown in FIG. 22. Referring to FIG. 22, 
when a power source switch not shown of a television 
receiver, also not shown, is turned on, a control win- 15 
dow 143 is displayed at a left end portion of a screen 
141 of the television receiver, and icons 144 to 149 of 
a control menu for selecting a channel to be received 
are displayed in the control window 143. If one of the 
icons 144 to 149 is selected in this condition using a 20 
remote control unit or a pointing device such as a 
mouse not shown, then a program of the selected 
channel is received and an image is displayed in a 
major area 142 of the screen 141. During reception of 
a program, the control window 143 may be erased by 25 
manual operation of the remote control unit or the like 
to expand the area in which the image of the received 
program is displayed. It is to be noted that a further 
area 150 below the major area 142 and the control 
window 143 is used to display therein, for example, a 30 
displayed condition of the received channel in the 
form of a caption. Also the area 150 may be used to 
display part of the image of the received program 
therein. 

With the conventional control menu displaying 35 
apparatus, if the total number of items of programs 
constituting the menu is comparatively small, then all 
of them can be displayed in the control window 143. 
However, when it is tried to select one of a large num- 
ber of channels, for example, 100 channels or more 40 
such as in the case of cable television, they cannot 
be displayed at a time on the screen 141 at all. In this 
case, such a measure as to scroll the menu in the 
control window is necessary. Consequently, although 
those channels which are enjoyed comparatively fre- 45 
quently by the user of the television receiver are set- 
tled to some degree, the menu must be scrolled every 
time until a desired channel is displayed, and accord- 
ingly, much time is required for selection of the menu. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide so 
a monitor apparatus for an audio-visual system which 
provides an improved user interface. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a monitor apparatus for an audio- 
visual system which includes a monitor unit, a plural- 55 
ity of audio-visual units, and audio-visual bus means 
for transmitting data signals including a command, a 
video signal and an audio signal between said moni- 


tor unit and said audio-visual units, comprising: 

display means for displaying thereon a first 
control window for selecting one of said audio-visual 
units, a second control window for designating an op- 
eration mode of the selected audio-visual unit, and for 
displaying designations of said audio-visual units in 
said first window; 

pointing means for pointing a designation dis- 
played in any of said first and second control win- 
dows; and 

controlling means for causing, when one of 
said designations of said audio-visual units displayed 
in said first window is pointed at by said pointing 
means to select a corresponding one of said audio- 
visual units, said display means being operative to 
display available operation modes of the selected au- 
dio-visual unit and to put, when one of the operation 
modes is pointed by said pointing means to select it, 
the selected audio-visual unit into the selected oper- 
ation mode. 

The pointing means may include a plurality of re- 
mote control keys provided on a remote controller for 
the monitor unit. 

With the monitor apparatus for an audio- visual 
system, if the first control window displayed on the 
screen of the monitor unit is pointed using the point- 
ing device to select one of the audio-visual units, then 
the second control window is displayed on the screen 
of the display unit, and accordingly, if the second con- 
trol window is pointed using the pointing device, then 
an operation mode of the audio-visual unit selected in 
the first control window can be set. Accordingly, con- 
trol of the entire audio-visual system can be per- 
formed by means of the single pointing device while 
the screen of the monitor unit is watched. 

Where the remote control keys are provided on 
the remote controller for the monitor unit, an opera- 
tion mode of the audio-visual unit selected using the 
pointing device can be set by means of any of the re- 
mote control keys. Accordingly, the user can control 
the audio-visual system simply without being aware 
of a source device under the plain concept that "what 
is observed can be moved". 

The pointing means may include indications of 
keys displayed in the second window. 

According to another aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is provided a monitor apparatus for an au- 
dio-visual system which includes a monitor unit, a first 
audio-visual unit having a receiving function, a sec- 
ond audio-visual unit having a reproducing function, 
and audio-visual bus means for transmitting data sig- 
nals including a command, a video signal and an au- 
dio signal between the monitor unit and the first and 
second audio-visual units, which comprises display 
means, control window producing means for produc- 
ing on the display means a control window in which a 
channel of a program received by the first audio-vis- 
ual unit and supplied to the monitor unit and a desig- 
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nation of the second audio-visual unit for reproducing 
a program supplied to the monitor unit are displayed 
at a time, pointing means for pointing one of the chan- 
nel and the designation displayed in the control win- 
dow, and selecting means for selecting, in response 5 
to pointing by the pointing means, a program to be dis- 
played on the display means. The pointing means 
may include a plurality of remote control keys provid- 
ed on a remote controller for the monitor unit. 

With the monitor apparatus for an audio- visual 10 
system, a program to be displayed can be selected by 
pointing the reception channel or the second audio- 
visual unit in the control window displayed on the 
screen of the monitor unit using the pointing device. 
The selected program is supplied from the first audio- 15 
visual unit or the second audio-visual unit to the mon- 
itor unit by way of the audio-visual bus means. Thus, 
since the channel of the program received by the first 
audio-visual unit and supplied to the monitor unit and 
the second audio-visual unit which reproduces the 20 
program supplied to the monitor unit are displayed at 
a time, not only one of the audio-visual units which 
constitute the audio-visual system can be selected 
but also a channel and a program can be designated 
directly. Accordingly, the monitor apparatus is en- 25 
hanced in user interface. 

According to a further aspect of the present in- 
vention, there is provided a monitor apparatus for an 
audio-visual system which receives and displays 
thereon various programs by way of a high speed 30 
large capacity digital communication network, which 
comprises display means, means for producing on 
the display means a control window in which a menu 
of the programs is displayed, pointing means for 
pointing one of the programs in the menu displayed 35 
in the control window, and controlling means for se- 
lecting the program pointed by the pointing means. 

With the monitor apparatus for an audio-visual 
system, a program to be displayed can be selected by 
pointing the menu in the control window displayed on 40 
the screen of the monitor unit using the pointing de- 
vice. The selected program is supplied to the monitor 
unit by way of the high speed large capacity digital 
communication network. Accordingly, the monitor ap- 
paratus is further enhanced in user interface. 45 

According to a still further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a control menu displaying 
apparatus for displaying a control menu for selecting 
a program to be displayed on a display unit, which 
comprises first means for causing the display unit to 50 
display thereon a control menu including several 
items of programs, second means for storing therein 
access data corresponding to the items, third means 
for developing an instruction to change the display 
position of a designated one of the items in the control 55 
menu, and fourth means responsive to the instruction 
from the third means for comparing the access data 
to the designated item with the access data to the 


other items and determining, based on a result of the 
comparison, whether or not the display position of the 
designated item should be changed. 

According to a yet further aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a control menu displaying 
apparatus for an audio-visual system, which includes 
a monitor unit, a plurality of audio- visual units, and au- 
dio-visual bus means for transmitting a command, a 
video signal and an audio signal between the monitor 
unit and the audio-visual units, for displaying a menu 
of programs supplied from the audio-visual units on 
the monitor unit, which comprises first means for 
causing the monitor unit to display thereon a control 
menu including several items of programs, second 
means for storing therein access data to the items, 
third means for developing an instruction to change 
the display position of a designated one of the items 
in the control menu, and fourth means responsive to 
the instruction from the third means for comparing 
the access data to the designated item with the ac- 
cess data to the other items and determining, based 
on a result of the comparison, whether or not the dis- 
play position of the designated item should be 
changed. 

With both of the control menu displaying appara- 
tus, the display position of an arbitrary item in the 
menu can be changed in accordance with the access- 
ing condition of the user. Consequently, the items in 
the menu can be displayed in order, for example, be- 
ginning with an item which is selected most frequent- 
ly. Accordingly, those items which are accessed com- 
paratively frequently will all be displayed at a time on 
the screen, and one of them can be selected without 
the necessity of manual operation for scrolling or the 
like. Consequently, the environment in which "a pro- 
gram enjoyed frequently can be selected immediate- 
ly" is provided. Further, if a relationship between the 
frequency of access and time is taken and the display 
position of an item of the menu is determined fore- 
casting a future frequency of access to the item, then 
a display of a menu which is further easy to use ran 
be provided. 

The invention will be further described by way of 
non-limitative example with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which:- 

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view showing a display 
screen upon manual operation of a remote con- 
trolling and pointing device of a monitor appara- 
tus according to a first preferred embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 
monitor apparatus upon manual operation of the 
remote controlling and pointing device; 
FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 
control key inputting processing in the operation 
illustrated in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 
remote control inputting processing in the opera- 
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tion illustrated in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing general con- 
struction of an audio-visual system to which the 
monitor apparatus of the present invention is in- 
corporated; 5 
FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic view showing the con- 
struction of essential part of a signal passing au- 
dio-visual buses of the audio-visual system 
shown in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the construe- 10 
tion of an audio-visual monitor unit of the monitor 
apparatus; 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing general con- 
struction of a laser disk player constituting the au- 
dio-visual system shown in FIG. 5; 15 
FIG. 9 is a schematic perspective view of the re- 
mote controlling and pointing device; 
FIG. 10 is a block diagram of the remote control- 
ling and pointing device; 

FIG. 11 is a diagrammatic view showing the dis- 20 
play screen displayed with a monitor apparatus 
according to a second preferred embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 12 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the 
monitor apparatus of the second embodiment 25 
upon manual operation of the remote controlling 
and pointing device; 

FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating access data han- 
dled in the monitor apparatus of the second em- 
bodiment with respect to time; 30 
FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing general con- 
struction of a tuner constituting the audio- visual 
system shown in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 15 is a diagrammatic view showing the dis- 
play screen displayed with a monitor apparatus 35 
according to a third preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a flow chart illustrating operation of of 
the monitor apparatus of the third embodiment 
upon manual operation of the remote controlling 40 
and pointing device; 

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing general con- 
struction of a video tape recorder constituting the 
audio-visual system shown in FIG. 5; 
FIG. 1 8 is a block diagram of general construction 45 
of another audio- visual system in which a monitor 
apparatus according to a fourth preferred em- 
bodiment of the present invention is incorporated; 
FIG. 19 is a diagrammatic view showing the dis- 
play screen of the monitor apparatus of t he fourt h 50 
embodiment on which a menu is displayed; 
FIG. 20 is a block diagram showing general con- 
struction of a conventional audio-visual system; 
FIG. 21 is a block diagram showing general con- 
struction of another conventional audio- visual 55 
system; and 

FIG. 22 is a diagrammatic view showing a con- 
ventional display screen on which a control menu 


is displayed. 

Referring first to FIG. 5, there is shown an audio- 
visual system in which a monitor apparatus according 
to the present invention is incorporated. The audio- 
visual system shown includes an audio-visual monitor 
unit 21 with an audio-visual controlling function, 
which is connected to a video tape recorder (VTR) 22 
via audio-visual buses 26a and 26b, further to a tuner 
(TUNER) 23 via audio-visual buses 27a and 27b, fur- 
ther to an laser disk player (LDP) 24 via audio-visual 
buses 28a and 28b and further to a camcorder (CAM) 
25 via audio-visual buses 29a and 29b, thereby con- 
stituting a ring-like network. In particular, data output- 
ted, for example, from the audio-visual monitor unit 21 
come to the video tape recorder 22 through the audio- 
visual bus 26a, to the tuner 23 further through the au- 
dio-visual bus 27a, to the laser disk player 24 further 
through the audio-visual bus 28a and to the camcor- 
der 25 further through the audio-visual bus 29a. 
Then, the data come to the laser disk player 24 fur- 
ther through the audio-visual bus 29b, to the tuner 23 
furtherthrough the audio-visual bus 28b, to the video 
tape recorder 22 further through the audio-visual bus 
27b, and back to the audio-visual monitor unit 21 fur- 
ther through the audio-visual bus 26b. 

The audio-visual buses 26a and 26b are accom- 
modated in a single cable and constituted, for exam- 
ple, from optical fibres and have the transmission rate 
of 100 M bits/sec. The audio- visual buses 27a and 
27b, 28a and 28b, and 29a and 29b are constructed 
similarly to the audio-visual buses 26a and 26b. 

Referring now to FIG. 6, the format of essential 
part of a signal which passes the audio-visual busses 
in the audio-visual system is shown. The signal for- 
mat shown has the form of a packet including a con- 
trol bit set and data (audio data, video data, a com- 
mand and so forth). 

The control bit set includes a source address in- 
dicative of an audio-visual unit which has sent out the 
data, a destination address indicative of an audio-vis- 
ual unit of the destination of the data, and so forth. 

The data in the signal format include a command 
for controlling an audio-visual unit such as the video 
tape recorder 22 or the tuner 23, an audio signal 
and/or a video signal sent out from the video tape re- 
corder 22 or the tuner 23 to the audio-visual monitor 
unit 21, and so forth, and have a length in accordance 
with contents of the data. 

Referring now to FIG. 7, the audio-visual monitor 
unit incorporated in the audio-visual system descri- 
bed hereinabove with reference to FIG. 5 is shown in 
block diagram. In FIG. 7, transmission lines only for a 
video signal and an audio signal are each indicated by 
a thick line. 

The audio-visual monitor unit shown includes an 
infrared-ray to electricity converter (IR/E) 31 which 
converts a command sent out as infrared-rays (IR) 
from a remote controlling and pointing device (which 


5 


9 


EP 0 560 593 A2 


10 


will be hereinafter described in detail) into an electric 
signal, and an interface (IF) 32 which transfers the 
electric signal to a control section 33. The control sec- 
tion 33 analyzes the command and sends it out to a 
display section 38. Further, the control section 33 5 
adds, in accordance with contents of the command 
thus analyzed, a source address and a destination 
address to the data on which the command for con- 
trolling an audio-visual unit is carried, and sends out 
the resulted signal into the audio-visual bus 26a by 10 
way of an interface (IF) 34 and an electro-optic con- 
verter (E/O) 35. The control section 33 includes a 
CPU (central processing unit) 33a which analyzes a 
command inputted thereto and detects a program of 
which channel has been accessed. The CPU 33a 15 
stores a result of the detection into an access data 
memory 33d constituted from an EE PROM (electri- 
cally erasable programmable read only memory). The 
CPU 33a further executes necessary processing, 
which will be hereinafter described, in accordance 20 
with a control procedure or program stored in a ROM 
(read only memory) 33b. The control section 33 fur- 
ther includes a RAM (random access memory) 33c. 
A photoelectric converter 36 converts an optical sig- 
nal inputted thereto from the audio- visual bus 26b into 25 
an electric signal and transfers it to the control section 
33 by way of the interface 34. In case the data are a 
video signal or an audio signal sentoutfrom an audio- 
visual unit, they are converted into an analog signal 
by a digital to analog converter (D/A) 37 and supplied 30 
to the display section 38. The display section 38 has 
an image display section and a sound display section, 
receives a video signal and an audio signal and dis- 
plays them as an image and sound. 

FIG. 8 shows the construction of the laser disk 35 
player 24 of the audio-visual system described 
above. Also in FIG. 8, transmission lines only for a vid- 
eo signal and an audio signal are each indicated by a 
thick line similarly as in FIG. 7. 

The laser disk player 24 include a photoelectric 40 
converter (O/E) 41 which converts an optical signal 
inputted thereto through the audio-visual bus 28a into 
an electric signal, and an interface (IF) 45 which trans- 
fers the electric signal to a control section 46 which 
may be constituted from a microcomputer. The control 45 
section 46 fetches data inputted thereto by way of the 
interface 45 if the destination address added to the 
data is for the control section 46 itself, but if the des- 
tination address is not for the control section 46 itself, 
the control section 46 does not fetch the data. Data so 
which have not been fetched by the control section 46 
are converted into an optical signal by an electro-optic 
converter (E/O) 43 and are sent out into the audio-vis- 
ual bus 29a. A reproducing section 47 reproduces a 
program from a laser disk based on the command 55 
analyzed by the control section 46. An analog to dig- 
ital converter (A/D) 48 converts a video signal and an 
audio signal outputted from the reproducing section 


47 into digital signals and sends them out to the in- 
terface 45. 

It is to be noted that the connection configura- 
tions of the video tape recorder 22, the tuner 23 and 
the camcorder 25 to the audio-visual buses are sim- 
ilar to that of the laser disk player 24 described above, 
and overlapping description thereof is omitted herein 
to avoid redundancy. 

Referring now to FIGS. 9a and 9b, the remote 
controlling and pointing device mentioned hereina- 
bove is shown in detail. The remote controlling and 
pointing device includes a remote controlling and 
pointing device housing 51 and several manually op- 
erable elements provided on the housing 51. Refer- 
ring first to FIG. 9a, the manually operable elements 
include a power source on/off switch 52 for the entire 
audio-visual system, a menu on/off switch 53 for set- 
ting the audio-visual monitor unit 21 of FIG. 5 to a con- 
dition wherein it displays a menu thereon, a click but- 
ton/track ball 54, and remote control keys 55 to 58 for 
manually operating an audio-visual unit selected by 
the remote controlling and pointing device. 

Referring to FIG. 9b, several electric elements 
are provided in the inside of the remote controlling 
and pointing device housing 51, including a click de- 
tecting section 59 for detecting a click of the click but- 
ton/track ball 54 and outputting it to a control section 
62, a rotary encoder 60 for detecting rotation of the 
click button/track ball 54 and outputting it to the con- 
trol section 62, and an encoder 61 for detecting a 
manual operation of any of the remote control keys 55 
to 58 and outputting it to the control section 62. The 
control section 62 receives a command of any of the 
remote control keys 55 to 58 inputted thereto by way 
of the encoder 61, a manual click operation inputted 
by way of the click detecting section 59 and rotation 
of the click button/track ball 54 inputted thereto by 
way of the rotary encoder 60 and outputs a command 
to an electricity to infrared-ray converter (E/IR) 64 by 
way of an interface (IF) 63 such as a driver circuit. The 
command is outputted from the electricity to infrared- 
ray converter 64 to the audio-visual monitor unit 21 
shown FIG. 5. It is to be noted that the power source 
on/off switch 52 for the entire system is omitted in (b) 
of FIG. 9. 

The monitor apparatus incorporated in the audio- 
visual system described above operates in the follow- 
ing manner. It is to be noted that operation of the mon- 
itor apparatus when the user wants to reproduce and 
display a program of the laser disk player 24 on the 
audio-visual monitor unit 21 will be described below 
by way of example. 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5 to 9b, first, the user 
will turnonthe power source on/off switch 52 of the 
remote controlling and pointing device. The control 
section 62 of the remote controlling and pointing de- 
vice thus produces a command to turn on the power 
source of the audio-visual monitor unit 21, and the 
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command is transmitted as an optical signal of in- 
frared-rays from the electricity to infrared-ray conver- 
ter 64 of the remote controlling and pointing device to 
the audio-visual monitor unit 21. In response to the 
optical signal, the control section 33 of the audio-vis- 5 
ual monitor 21 first analyzes the command inputted 
thereto by way of the infrared-ray to electricity con- 
verter 31 and the interface 32 and performs initiali- 
zation thereof including confirmation of connecting 
conditions of audio-visual units connected to the au- 10 
dio-visual buses, detection of an abnormal condition, 
and so forth (step S1 in FIG. 2). 

Then, the user will turn on the menu on/off switch 
53 of the remote controlling and pointing device (step 
S2). Referring also to FIG. 1 , in response to the man- 15 
ual operation, the control section 33 of the audio-vis- 
ual monitor unit 21 causes the display section 38 to 
display a first control window 3 on the left side of a 
major area 2 on a display screen 1 of the display sec- 
tion 38 and simultaneously causes the display section 20 
38 to display icons 4 to 7 indicating receiving channels 
and icons 8 to 10 indicating the audio-visual units in 
the first control window 3. The control section 33 fur- 
ther causes the display section 38 to display a cursor 
(not shown) in the first control window 3. Here, the 25 
icon 4 indicates reception of the first channel, the icon 
5 indicates reception of the sixth channel, the icon 6 
indicates reception of the first program of broadcast- 
ing via satellite, and the icon 7 indicates reception of 
the second program of broadcasting via satellite. 30 
Meanwhile, the icon 8 indicates reproduction of a pro- 
gram of the video tape recorder 22, the icon 9 indi- 
cates reproduction of a program of the laser disk play- 
er 24, and the icon 10 indicates reproduction of a pro- 
gram of the camcorder 25. Accordingly, when the 35 
user wants to enjoy the broadcasting of the first chan- 
nel, the user should manually operate the click but- 
ton/track ball 54 of the remote controlling and pointing 
device to move the cursor to the icon 4 and click it, 
but when the user wants to reproduce a program of 40 
the laser disk player 24, the user should similarly 
move the cursor to the icon 9 and click the click but- 
ton/track ball 54. 

As reception programs to be displayed on the 
icons 4 to 7, programs which are enjoyed com para- 45 
tively frequently are set in advance by manual opera- 
tion of t he audio-visual monitor u nit or t he remote con- 
trolling device and pointing device. A particular pro- 
gram (such as a news at seven o'clock) may be set. 
Meanwhile, audio-visual units (here, the video tape so 
recorder 22, the laser disk player 24 and the camcor- 
der 25) to be displayed on the icons 8 to 1 0 are auto- 
matically set at step S2 at which communications of 
data are performed between the audio-visual monitor 
unit 21 and the audio-visual units. Accordingly, the 55 
user need not be aware of the audio- visual units con- 
stituting the audio-visual system different from the 
conventional audio-visual system. It is to be noted 


that patterns of the icons may be stored in the ROM 
33b not shown of the control section 33 of the audio- 
visual monitor unit 21 or may be transmitted from au- 
dio-visual units indicated by the icons by way of the 
audio-visual buses. 

Subsequently, the user will manually operate the 
click button/track ball 54 of the remote controlling and 
pointing device to select the icon 9 and click it (step 
S3). In this instance, when the control section 33 of 
the audio-visual monitor unit 21 confirms that the las- 
er disk player 24 has been selected (steps S4 and 
S5), it causes the colour of the background of the icon 
9 to be changed to indicate that the laser disk player 
24 has been selected and causes a second control 
window 12 to be displayed below the major area 2 of 
the screen 1 and further causes control keys 13a to 
1 3 j for setting an operation mode of the laser disk 
player 24 to be displayed in the second control win- 
dow 12 as seen in FIG. 1 (step S6). 

Then, the user will set the laser disk player 24 to 
a reproduction mode. Such setting may be achieved 
by manually operating the click button/track ball 54 to 
move the cursor to the PB control key 1 3a displayed 
at a lower portion of the second control window of the 
screen 1 and clicking it or by manually operating the 
PB remote control key 55 provided on the remote con- 
trolling and pointing device. The processing when the 
former manual operation is performed is executed at 
step S7, and the processing when the latter manual 
operation is performed is executed at step S8, and 
details of them are illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, re- 
spectively. In the following, a flow of operations of the 
processing when the former manual operation is per- 
formed will be described. 

Referring to FIG. 4, first, when the cursor is 
moved to the PB control key 13a displayed on the au- 
dio-visual monitor unit 21 and the click button/track 
ball 54 is clicked, the control section 33 of the audio- 
visual monitor unit 21 judges whether or not the PB 
control key 13a displayed on the display section 38 
has been operated (step S71). Then, if the judgment 
is YES, the control section 33 of the audio-visual 
monitor unit 21 confirms an audio-visual unit selected 
at present and recognizes that a control signal should 
be directed to the audio-visual unit, and here, the con- 
trol section 33 processes determining that an instruc- 
tion to reproduce the laser disk player 24 has been 
provided (step S72). Then, the control section 33 pro- 
duces a command to set the laser disk player 24 to a 
reproduction mode, adds a control bit set indicating 
that the source address indicates the audio-visual 
monitor unit 21 and the destination address indicates 
the laser disk player 24, and sends out the resulted 
signal to the audio-visual bus 26a by way of the inter- 
face 34 and the electro-optical converter 35 (step 
S73), thereby completing the control key inputting 
processing. 

The control section 46 of the laser disk player 24 
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fetches, checking the destination address added to 
the data inputted thereto by way of the audio-visual 
bus 28a and the interface 45, the data and analyzes 
the command. Then, the control section 46 sets the 
reproducing section 47 to a reproduction mode to ef- 5 
feet reproduction of a program. Further, the control 
section 46 adds, to a video signal and an audio signal 
outputted from the reproducing section 47 and con- 
verted into digital signals by the analog to digital con- 
verter 48, a control bit set which represents that the 10 
source address indicates the laser disk player 24 and 
the destination address indicates the audio-visual 
monitor unit 21, and sends out the resulted signal to 
the audio-visual bus 29a by way of the interface 45 
and the electro-optical converter 43. The data sent 15 
out into the audio-visual bus 29a come to the audio- 
visual monitor unit 21 by way of the camcorder 25, the 
audio-visual bus 29b, the laserdisk player 24, the au- 
dio-visual bus 28b, the tuner 23, the audio-visual bus 
27b, the video tape recorder 22 and the audio-visual 20 
bus 26b. 

The control section 33 of the audio-visual monitor 
unit 21 fetches, checking the destination address 
added to the data inputted thereto from the audio- vis- 
ual bus 26b, the data. The digital to analog converter 25 
37 converts the data inputted thereto into an analog 
video signal and an analog audio signal and outputs 
them to the display section 38. The reproduction pro- 
gram of the laserdisk player 24 is displayed in the ma- 
jor area 2 of the screen 1 , and a message 11 "Disk is 30 
displayed." is displayed below the area 2 on the right 
side of the second control window 12. Further, an- 
other message 14 indicating "Preparations for record- 
ing and printing" is displayed on the left side of the 
second control window 12 (preparations for printing 35 
are made when a printer is connected to the audio- 
visual buses). 

The reproduction mode setting operation of the 
laser disk player 24 is completed with this. Since the 
various control keys (the stop control key 1 3b, the fast 40 
feeding (FF) control key 13c, the rewinding (REW) 
control key 13d, the pause control key 13e, the high 
speed search control key 13f, the reverse high speed 
search control key 13g, the chapter control key 13h 
and the reverse chapter control key 13j) for controlling 45 
the laser disk player 24 are displayed on the screen 
1 of the audio-visual monitor unit 21, the laser disk 
player 24 can be set to any operation mode by moving 
the cursor and clicking the click button/track ball 54. 
While here the description of the case wherein a re- so 
production program of the laser disk player 24 is dis- 
played on the audio-visual monitor unit 21 has been 
given, when, for example, the video tape recorder 22 
is selected, various control keys for instruction of op- 
eration modes of the video tape recorder 22 are dis- 55 
played similarly. 

It is to be noted that, when the user wants to re- 
cord a program being reproduced, if the cursor is 


moved to the position of the word of "Recording" of 
the message 14 and the click button/track ball 54 is 
clicked, then a message to select a video unit for re- 
cording is displayed, and accordingly, if the cursor is 
moved to the icon 8 and the click button/track ball 54 
is clicked, then recording is performed by the video 
tape recorder 22. This similarly applies to the case of 
printing. Further, although the first control window 3, 
the second control window 12, and the messages 11 
and 14 may continue to be displayed during reproduc- 
tion of the program, if the menu on/off switch 53 of the 
remote controlling and pointing device is turned off to 
erase them, then the reproduction program can be 
displayed over the entire screen 1 . 

Since the flow of operations when the PB remote 
control key 55 provided on the remote controlling and 
pointing device is manually operated is similar to that 
of the case of FIG. 3, detailed description thereof is 
omitted herein. In this instance, since the four kinds 
of remote control keys including the PB remote con- 
trol key 55, the stop remote control key 56, the fast 
feeding remote control key 57 and the rewinding re- 
mote control key 58 are provided on the remote con- 
trolling and pointing device, it is possible to set any of 
those operation modes. Further, a signal generated 
by the encoder 61 when it detects a manual operation 
of any of the remote control keys 55 to 58 only desig- 
nates an operation mode but does not designate an 
audio-visual unit. 

As described so far, in the present embodiment, 
if the user moves the cursor to any of the icons 4 to 
10 displayed on the screen 1 of the audio- visual mon- 
itor unit 21 and clicks the click button/track ball 54 to 
select an audio-visual unit, then it is thereafter pos- 
sible to set an operation mode without being aware of 
the selected audio- visual unit. 

Subsequently, a monitor apparatus for an audio- 
visual system according to a second preferred em- 
bodiment of the present invention will be described. 
Also the monitor apparatus of the present embodi- 
ment is incorporated in the audio-visual system 
shown in FIG. 5 and has such hardware construction 
as shown in FIG. 7 similarly as in the first embodiment 
described hereinabove, and overlapping description 
of them is omitted herein to avoid redundancy. The 
monitor apparatus of the present embodiment is only 
differentfrom the monitor apparatus of the preceding 
embodiment in that the control program stored in the 
ROM 33b of the control section 33 of the audio-visual 
monitor unit 21 is different and accordingly the mon- 
itor apparatus of the present embodiment operates in 
a different manner. Thus, operation of the monitor ap- 
paratus of the present embodiment will be described 
subsequently with reference to FIGS. 5 to 7 and 11 to 
14. In particular, operation of the monitor apparatus 
when the user wants to display a control menu of the 
tuner 23 on the audio-visual monitor unit 21 will be de- 
scribed below by way of example. 
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Referring first to FIGS. 5, 7 and 14, the construc- 
tion of the tuner 23 of the audio-visual system is 
shown. Also in FIG. 14, transmission lines only for a 
video signal and an audio signal are each indicated by 
a thick line similarly as in FIGS. 7 and 8. 

The tuner 23 includes a photoelectric converter 
(O/E) 71 which converts an optical signal inputted 
thereto through the audio-visual bus 27a into an elec- 
tric signal, and an interface (IF) 75 which transfers the 
electric signal to a control section 76 which may be 
constituted from a microcomputer. The control section 
76 fetches data inputted thereto by way of the inter- 
face 75 if the destination address added to the data 
is for the control section 76 itself, but if the destination 
address is not for the control section 76 itself, the con- 
trol section 76 does not fetch the data. Data which 
have not been fetched by the control section 76 are 
converted into an optical signal by an electro-optic 
converter (E/O) 73 and are sent out into t he audio-vis- 
ual bus 28a. A receiving section 77 reproduces a pro- 
gram selected in accordance with the command ana- 
lyzed by the control section 76. An analog to digital 
converter (AID) 78 converts a video signal and an au- 
dio signal outputted from the reproducing section 77 
into digital signals and sends them out to the interface 
75. 

In operation, referring to FIGS. 5 to 7 and 11 to14, 
after the user turns on the power source on/off switch 
52 of the remote controlling and pointing device, the 
user will manually turn on the menu on/off switch 53 
of the remote controlling and pointing device in order 
to display a control menu on the display section 38 of 
the audio-visual monitor unit 21. Consequently, the 
control section 33 of the audio-visual monitor unit 21 
causes the display section 38 to display a first control 
window 3 on the display screen 1 of the display sec- 
tion 38 and simultaneously causes the display section 
38 to display icons 4 to 7 indicating receiving channels 
and icons 8 to 10 indicating the audio-visual units in 
the first control window 3 as seen in FIG. 1 1 , in a sim- 
ilar manner as shown in FIG. 11 . Here, the icons 4 to 
10 are similar to those shown in FIG. 1 except the icon 
7, which indicates the second program of broadcast- 
ing via satellite received by means of the tuner 13. 

Subsequently, the user will manually operate the 
click button/track ball 54 of the remote controlling and 
pointing device to select the icon 4 and click it. The 
control section 33 of the audio-visual monitor unit 21 
thus analyzes the command inputted thereto byway 
of the infrared-ray to electricity converter 31 and the 
interface 32. Then, the control section 33 produces a 
command to set the receiving section 77 of the tuner 
23 to the sixth channel and forward a signal of the re- 
ceived sixth channel to the audio-visual monitor unit 
21, adds to the command a control bit set which rep- 
resents that the source-address indicates the audio- 
visual monitor unit 21 and the destination address in- 
dicates the tuner 23, and sends out the resulted sig- 


nal into the audio-visual bus 26a by way of the inter- 
face 34 and the electro-optic converter 35. 

The control section 76 of the tuner 23 fetches, 
checking the destination address added to the data 

5 inputted thereto by way of the audio-visual bus 27a 
and the interface 75, the data and analyzes the com- 
mand. Then, the control section 76 sets the reproduc- 
ing section 77 to the sixth channel to effect reception 
of the broadcasting. Further, the control section 76 

10 adds, to a video signal and an audio signal received 
by the reproducing section 77 and converted into dig- 
ital signals by the analog to digital converter 78, a 
control bit set which represents that the source ad- 
dress indicates the tuner 23 and the destination ad- 

15 dress indicates the audio-visual monitor unit 21 , and 
sends out the resulted signal to the audio-visual bus 
28a by way of the interface 75 and the electro-optical 
converter 73. The data sent out into the audio-visual 
bus 28a come to the audio-visual monitor unit 21 by 

20 way of the laser disk player 24, the audio-visual bus 
29a, the camcorder 25, the audio-visual bus 29b, the 
laser disk player 24, the audio-visual bus 28b, the tu- 
ner 23, the audio-visual bus 27b, the video tape re- 
corder 22 and the audio- visual bus 26b. 

25 The control section 33 of the audio-visual monitor 
unit 21 fetches, checking the destination address 
added to the data inputted thereto from the audio-vis- 
ual bus 26b, the data. The digital to analog converter 
37 converts the data inputted thereto into analog sig- 

30 nals and outputs them to the display section 38. Con- 
sequently, the image of the sixth channel is displayed 
in the major area 2 of the screen 1. In this instance, 
while the display in the control window 3 may contin- 
ue to be displayed, if the menu on/off switch 53 of the 

35 remote controlling and pointing device is turned off to 
erase it then the area in which the image of the sixth 
channel is displayed can be increased. It is to be not- 
ed that the area below the area 2 and the control win- 
dow 3 is used to display, for example, a displayed con- 

40 dition of the received channel in a caption. The image 
of the program received may be displayed also in this 
area. 

The selecting operation of the sixth channel is 
completed with this. Subsequently, an operation of 
45 changing the display position of a control menu will be 
described. 

If the user manually operates the remote control- 
ling and pointing device to select, for example, the 
icon 4 displayed in the control window 3 and then en- 

50 ter an instruction to change the display position of the 
item (here, reception of the first channel), then the 
control section 33 of the audio-visual monitor unit 21 
reads out data of access to the first channel stored in 
the access data memory 23d and calculates the fre- 

55 quency of accessing to it for a predetermined period 
of time (steps S1 01 and S1 02 shown in FIG. 12). Sub- 
sequently, the control section 33 calculates the ac- 
cessing frequencies to the other items (here, the 
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sixth channel and the first and second programs of 
broadcasting via satellite) (step S103). Then, the con- 
trol section 33 compares the accessing frequencies 
thus calculated and judges whether or not the display 
position of the item indicative of reception of the first 
channel should be changed (step S1 04), and if it judg- 
es that the display position should be changed, then 
it controls the display section 38 to change the display 
position of the item (step S105). 

Here, while the judgment whether or not the dis- 
play position of the item should be changed may de- 
pend only upon the accessing frequency, if the rela- 
tionship between the time and the accessing frequen- 
cy is detected and the future accessing frequency is 
forecast using the relationship to make a judgment, 
then an item which is easier to use can be displayed. 

For example, the curve A shown in FIG. 13 indi- 
cates data of access to a seasonal program such as 
relay broadcasting of sports with respect to time. It 
can be seen that the accessing frequency is very high 
only within a particular time or season. Meanwhile, 
the curve B in FIG. 13 indicates data of access to a 
news program or the like and exhibits constant ac- 
cessing. Further, the curve C in FIG. 13 indicates 
data of access, for example, to a drama which has 
been started last October, and it exhibits the tendency 
in which the accessing frequency has increased re- 
cently. In such an instance, the programs should be 
set such that the program of the news (for example, 
the first channel, which is watched constantly, is set 
to the uppermost position, and the dram (for example, 
the sixth channel) is set to the second uppermost 
position while the sport program (for example, the 
fourth channel) which has not been watched recently 
is set to the third uppermost position. Further, if the 
control section 33 is provided with a learning function 
so that the item of a reception program or a reproduc- 
tion program which is enjoyed periodically every week 
is shifted to the top or an upper position of the menu 
when the time comes, then the menu becomes fur- 
ther easy to use. 

It is to be noted that, while, in the present embodi- 
ment, the present invention is applied to an audio-vis- 
ual system wherein an audio-visual monitor unit is 
connected to several audio-visual units by way of au- 
dio-visual buses which transmit a command signal, a 
video signal and an audio signal, the present inven- 
tion can also be applied to an audio-visual system 
wherein a command signal, a video signal and an au- 
dio signal are transmitted by way of separate cables 
or which consists of a television receiver by itself. 

Further, while the access data memory is provid- 
ed in the control section of the audio-visual monitor 
unit in the present embodiment, access data memor- 
ies may be provided individually in the control sec- 
tions of the audio-visual units corresponding to items 
of programs so that access data may be stored in the 
access data memories (in particular, access data for 


a reception program are stored in the access data 
memory of the control section of the tuner, and ac- 
cess data for a reproduction program of the video tape 
recorder are stored in the access data memory of the 
5 control section of the video tape recorder) and selec- 
tively transferred to the audio-visual monitor unit by 
way of the audio-visual buses upon initial setting of a 
menu or upon instruction of changing of the menu 
position. 

10 Subsequently, a monitor apparatus for an audio- 
visual system according to a third preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention will be described. Also 
the monitor apparatus of the present embodiment is 
incorporated in the audio- visual system shown in FIG. 

15 5 and has such hardware construction as shown in 
FIG. 7 similarly as in the first and second embodi- 
ments described hereinabove, and overlapping de- 
scription of them is omitted herein to avoid redundan- 
cy. The monitor apparatus of the present embodiment 

20 is only different from the monitor apparatus of the pre- 
ceding embodiments in that the control program stor- 
ed in the ROM 33b of the control section 33 of the au- 
dio-visual monitor unit 21 is different and accordingly 
the monitor apparatus of the present embodiment op- 

25 erates in a different manner. Thus, operation of the 
monitor apparatus of the present embodiment will be 
described subsequently with reference to FIGS. 5 to 
7 and 15 to 17. In particular, operation of the monitor 
apparatus when the user wants to reproduce and dis- 

30 play a program of the video tape recorder 22 on the 
audio-visual monitor unit 21 will be described below 
byway of example. 

Referring first to FIGS. 5. 7 and 1 7, the construc- 
tion of the video tape recorder 22 of the audio-visual 

35 system is shown. Also in FIG. 17, transmission lines 
only for a video signal and an audio signal are each 
indicated by a thick line similarly as in FIGS. 7, 8 and 
14. 

The video tape recorder 22 includes a photoelec- 
40 trie converter (O/E) 81 which converts an optical sig- 
nal inputted thereto through the audio-visual bus 25a 
into an electric signal, and an interface (IF) 85 which 
transfers the electric signal to a control section 86 
which may be constituted from a microcomputer. The 
45 control section 86 fetches data inputted thereto by 
way of the interface 85 if the destination address add- 
ed to the data is for the control section 86 itself, and 
analyzes and executes the command included in the 
data. But, if the destination address of the data input- 
so ted to the control section 86 is not for the control sec- 
tion 86 itself, the control section 86 does not fetch the 
data. Data which have not been fetched by the control 
section 86 are converted into an optical signal by an 
electro-optic converter (E/O) 83 and are sent out to 
55 the audio-visual bus 26a. A receiving section 87 re- 
ceives television broadcasting of the predetermined 
channel based on the command analyzed by the con- 
trol section 86, and a recording section 88 records or 
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reproduces a television broadcasting signal received 
by the receiving section 87 based on the command 
analyzed by the control section 86 or a video signal 
and an audio signal of the laser disk player 23 or the 
camcorder 24 inputted thereto by way of the audio- 5 
visual bus 25a. An analog to digital (A/D) converter 89 
converts a video signal and an audio signal outputted 
from the receiving section 87 or the recording section 
88 into digital signals and sends them out to the in- 
terface 85. A digital to analog converter (D/A) 90 con- 10 
verts a video signal and an analog signal outputted 
from the camcorder 84 or any other audio- visual unit 
and inputted thereto from the audio- visual bus 25a 
into analog signals and sends them out to the record- 
ing section 88. 15 

Now, operation of the monitor apparatus of the 
present embodiment when broadcasting of the sixth 
channel is received by the receiving section 87 of the 
video tape recorder 22 and displayed on the audio- 
visual monitor unit 21 will be described with reference 20 
to FIGS. 5 to 7 and 15 to 17. 

After the user turns on the power source on/off 
switch 52 of the remote controlling and pointing de- 
vice, the user will manually turn on the menu on/off 
switch 53 of the remote controlling and pointing de- 25 
vice in order to display a control menu on the display 
section 38 of the audio-visual monitor unit 21 (step 
S201 in FIG. 16). Consequently, the control section 

33 of the audio-visual monitor unit 21 analyzes the 
command and causes the display section 38 to dis- 30 
play a first control window 3 at the left end of the dis- 
play screen 1 of the display section 38 and simulta- 
neously causes the display section 38 to display icons 

4 to 10 indicating different programs in the first control 
window 3 as seen in FIG. 15, in a similar manner as 35 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 11. Here, the icons 4 to 10 are 
similar to those shown in FIG. 1. 

Subsequently, the user will manually operate the 
click button/track ball 54 of the remote controlling and 
pointing device to select the icon 5 and click it (step 40 
S202). The control section 33 of the audio-visual 
monitor unit 21 thus analyzes a command inputted 
thereto by way of the infrared-ray to electricity con- 
verter 31 and the interface 32. Then, the control sec- 
tion 33 produces a command to set the receiving sec- 45 
tion 87 of t he video tape recorder 22 to t he sixt h chan- 
nel and forward a signal of the received sixth channel 
to the audio-visual monitor unit 21, adds to the com- 
mand a control bit set which represents that the 
source address indicates the audio-visual monitor so 
unit 21 and the destination address indicates the vid- 
eotape recorder 22, and sends out the resulted signal 
into the audio-visual bus 25a by way of the interface 

34 and the electro-optic converter 35 (step S203). 

The control section 86 of the video tape recorder 55 
22 fetches, checking the destination address added 
to the data inputted thereto, the data and analyzes 
the command. Then, the control section 86 sets the 


reproducing section 87 to the sixth channel to effect 
reception of the broadcasting (step S204). 

Further, the control section 86 adds, to reception 
signals converted into digital signals by the analog to 
digital converter 89, a control bit set which represents 
that the source address indicates the video tape re- 
corder 22 and the destination address indicates the 
audio-visual monitor unit 21, and sends out the result- 
ed signal into the audio-visual bus 27a by way of the 
interface 85 and the electro-optical converter 83 
(step S205). The data sent out into the audio-visual 
bus 27a come to the audio-visual monitor unit 21 by 
way of the tuner 23, the audio-visual bus 28a, the las- 
er disk player 24, the audio-visual bus 29a, the cam- 
corder 25, the audio-visual bus 29b, the laser disk 
player 24, the audio-visual bus 28b, the tuner 23, the 
audio-visual bus 27b, the video tape recorder 22 and 
the audio-visual bus 26b. 

The control section 33 of the audio-visual monitor 
unit 21 fetches, checking the destination address 
added to the data inputted thereto from the audio-vis- 
ual bus 26b, the data. The digital to analog converter 
37 converts the data inputted thereto into analog sig- 
nals and outputs them to the display section 38. Con- 
sequently, the image of the sixth channel is displayed 
in the major area 2 of the screen 1 , and a message 
1 1 The sixth channel is displayed" is displayed in the 
area below the major area 2 (step S206). In this in- 
stance, while the icons 3 to 9 may continue to be dis- 
played, if the menu on/off switch 53 of the remote 
controlling and pointing device is turned off to erase 
them, then the area in which the image of the sixth 
channel is displayed can be increased. 

The selecting operation of the sixth channel is 
completed with this (step S207). 

It is to be noted that a plurality of video tape re- 
corders may be provided in the present embodiment 
so that a broadcast received by an arbitrary one of 
them may be supplied to the audio-visual monitor unit 
21. Further, the tuner 23 for exclusive use may be 
omitted. 

It is to be noted that the present invention is not 
limited to the embodiments described above and va- 
rious modifications are possible based on the subject 
matter of the present invention, and they are not ex- 
cluded from the scope of the present invention. For 
example, a printing apparatus such as a video printer, 
a unit which outputs only an audio signal such as a 
compact disk (CD) player and a digital audio tape 
player (DAT), and a multi-media unit such as a CD-I 
(compact disk interactive) player or a DVI player may 
be provided for the audio- visual buses. 

Referring now to FIG. 18, there is shown a differ- 
ent audio-visual system in which a monitor apparatus 
according to a fourth preferred embodiment of the 
present invention is incorporated. The audio-visual 
system shown includes a high definition monitor unit 
92 and a home-use storage 93 installed in a home 94 
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in general and connected by way of a home audio-vis- 
ual bus 94 to a high speed large capacity digital net- 
work 95 such as the B-ISDN. 

The home-use storage 93 is a storage device 
constituted from a hard disk drive unit or a magneto- 
optic disk drive unit and having the storage capacity 
of several gigabits and stores therein movie informa- 
tion inputted thereto from a movie software storage 
97 of a movie distribution agency 96 or a news item 
inputted thereto from a news item data base of a 
newspaper company 98, or various programs of for- 
eign countries inputted thereto from a communication 
satellite 100 by way of a satellite communication gate- 
way 99, by way of the high speed large capacity dig- 
ital communication network 95. 

In the present audio-visual system, the format of 
a signal passing the home audio-visual bus 94 may 
be the same as that in the audio- visual system of FIG. 
5. Further, the connection configuration between the 
high definition monitor unit 92 and the home audio- 
visual bus 94 is similar to that of the audio-visual sys- 
tem of FIG. 5. 

A still further monitor apparatus according to the 
present invention is incorporated in the audio-visual 
system shown in FIG. 1 8. FIG. 1 9 shows a menu dis- 
play screen which may be used in the monitor appa- 
ratus of the present embodiment. 

In the present embodiment, the necessity for 
such selection of an audio-visual unit as in the pre- 
ceding embodiments is eliminated, and the user is 
only required to select one of menu items 15 to 162 
of programs displayed in a control window 152 at the 
left end of a display screen 151 separately for differ- 
ent categories such as a news, sport, a drama, ... and 
a program for children. Further, if an additional menu 
item 163 is selected, then a program is searched and 
selected in accordance with the title or the name of 
the director of a movie. Programs which are enjoyed 
comparatively frequently are displayed at upper por- 
tions of the menu display screen. Alternatively, a par- 
ticular program (a news at seven o'clock) may be dis- 
played at an upper portion of the menu display 
screen. 

In the present embodiment, if the user selects a 
program, then a control section not shown in the high 
definition monitor unit 92 controls so that it either ac- 
cesses the home-use storage 93 by way of the home 
audio-visual bus 94 or accesses the movie software 
storage 97 or the like by way of the high speed large 
capacity digital communication network 95 so that 
the selected program may be inputted to the high def- 
inition monitor unit 92. 

For example, if a drama is selected, then the con- 
trol window 156 is opened and control windows for 
"top ten", "movies in the 1990's" and so forth come 
out. If the "movies in the 1990's" is selected in this 
condition, then a control window in which several ti- 
tles "XXX..." of specific movies are displayed come 


out. Here, if, for example, the "AOX ..." is selected, 
then the control section of the high definition monitor 
unit 92 first accesses to the home-use storage 93, 
and if the movie is not stored in the home-use storage 

5 93, then the control section of the high definition mon- 
itor unit 92 accesses to the movie software storage 
97 of the movie distribution agency 96. Then, the con- 
trol section causes the display screen 151 to display 
a message for selection whether the movie is to be 

10 enjoyed or copied or of cancellation. In this instance, 
if the user selects to enjoy or copy the movie, the 
movie is displayed in the region 152 of the display 
screen 151 of the high definition monitor unit 92 in ac- 
cordance with contents thus selected and is stored 

15 into the home-use storage 93. On the other hand, if 
the cancellation is selected, then the display returns 
to the screen of the control window in which the titles 
of the movies are displayed. 

Having now fully described the invention, it will be 

20 apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that many 
changes and modifications can be made thereto with- 
out departing from the scope of the invention as set 
forth herein. 

25 

Claims 

1 . A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual system 
which includes a monitor unit, a plurality of audio- 
30 visual units, and audio-visual bus means for 

transmitting data signals including a command, a 
video signal and an audio signal between said 
monitor unit and said audio-visual units, compris- 
ing: 

35 display means for displaying thereon a 

first control window for selecting one of said au- 
dio-visual units, a second control window for des- 
ignating an operation mode of the selected audio- 
visual unit, and for displaying designations of said 

40 audio-visual units in said first window; 

pointing means for pointing a designation 
displayed in any of said first and second control 
windows; and 

controlling means for causing, when one of 

45 said designations of said audio- visual units dis- 

played in said first window is pointed at by said 
pointing means to select a corresponding one of 
. said audio-visual units, said display means being 
operative to display available operation modes of 

so the selected audio-visual unit and to put, when 

one of the operation modes is pointed by said 
pointing means to select it, the selected audio- 
visual unit into the selected operation mode. 

55 2. A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual system 
according to claim 1, wherein said pointing 
means includes a plurality of remote control keys 
provided on a remote controller for said monitor 
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unit. 

3. A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual system 
according to claim 1, wherein said pointing 
means includes indications of keys displayed in 
said second window. 

4. A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual system 
which includes a monitor unit, a first audio-visual 
unit having a receiving function, a second audio- 
visual unit having a reproducing function, and au- 
dio-visual bus means for transmitting data signals 
including a command, a video signal and an audio 
signal between said monitor unit and said first 
and second audio-visual units, comprising: 

display means; 

control window producing means for pro- 
ducing on said display means a control window in 
which a channel of a program received by said 
first audio-visual unit and supplied to said monitor 
unit and a designation of said second audio-vis- 
ual unit for reproducing a program supplied to 
said monitor unit are displayed at a time; 

pointing means for pointing at one of the 
channel and the designation displayed in said 
control window; and 

selecting means for selecting, in response 
to pointing by said pointing means, a program to 
be displayed on said display means. 

5. A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual system 
according to claim 4, wherein said pointing 
means includes a plurality of remote control keys 
provided on a remote controller for said monitor 
unit. 

6. A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual system 
which receives and displays thereon various pro- 
grams by way of a high speed large capacity dig- 
ital communication network, comprising: 

display means; 

means for producing on said display 
means a control window in which a menu of the 
programs is displayed; 

pointing means for pointing one of the pro- 
grams in the menu displayed in said control win- 
dow; and 

controlling means for selecting the pro- 
gram pointed by said pointing means. 

7. A control menu displaying apparatus for display- 
ing a control menu for selecting a program to be 
displayed on a display unit, comprising: 

first means for causing said display unit to 
display thereon a control menu including several 
items of programs; 

second means for storing therein access 
data corresponding to the items; 


third means for developing an instruction 
to change the display position of a designated 
one of the items in the control menu; and 

fourth means responsive to the instruction 

5 from said third means for comparing the access 

data to the designated item with the access data 
to the other items and determining, based on a 
result of the comparison, whether or not the dis- 
play position of the designated item should be 

10 changed. 

8. A control menu displaying apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the items are displayed in a vert- 
ical row, and when said fourth means determines 
15 that the display position of the designated item 
should be changed, it shifts the display position 
of the designated item upwardly in the vertical 
low. 

20 9. A control menu displaying apparatus for an audio- 
visual system, which includes a monitor in it, a 
plurality of audio-visual units, and audio-visual 
bus means for transmitting a command, a video 
signal and an audio signal between said monitor 

25 unit and said audio-visual units, for displaying a 

menu of programs supplied from said audio-vis- 
ual units on said monitor unit, comprising: 

first means for causing said monitor unit to 
display thereon a control menu including several 

30 items of programs; 

second means for storing therein access 
data to the items; 

third means for developing an instruction 
to change the display position of a designated 

35 one of the items in the control menu; and 

fourth means responsive to the instruction 
from said third means for comparing the access 
data to the designated item with the access data 
to the other items and determining, based on a 

40 result of the comparison, whether or not the dis- 
play position of the designated item should be 
changed. 

10. A control menu displaying apparatus according to 
45 claim 9, wherein the items are displayed in a vert- 
ical row, and when said fourth means determines 
that the display position of the designated item 
should be changed, it shifts the display position 
of the designated item upwardly in the vertical 
so low. 
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@ A monitor apparatus for an audio-visual sys- 
tem which is so superior in user interface that 
the user can select a program to be displayed 
without being aware of audio-visual units con- 
stituting the audio-visual system is disclosed. A 
first control window for selecting one of 
audio-visual units of the audio-visual system 
and a second control window for designating 
an operation mode of the selected audio-visual 
unit are displayed on a screen of a monitor unit. 
Designations of the audio-visual units are dis- 
played in the first window, and when one of the 
designations is pointed by a pointing device to 
select a corresponding audio-visual unit, avail- 
able operation modes of the selected audio- 
visual unit are displayed in the second window. 
Then, when one of the operation modes is 
pointed by the pointing device to select it, the 
selected audio-visual unit is put into the selec- 
ted operation mode. Also an improved control 
menu displaying apparatus is disclosed. 


£b m %v 11 ffi 


-A Off 
f — EI 


LU 


Jouve, 18, me SaintOenis, 75001 PARIS 


EP 0 560 593 A3 


European Patent 
Office 


EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 


EP 93 30 1823 


DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


EP-A-0 390 041 (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC 
INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD.) 
* column 4, line 20 - column 7, line 45; 
figures 1-6 * 


The 


ntfc i ta m i mm mmm *wro ay far all 


1-5,9 


6-8,10 


CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
AmJCATION 0»CCL5) 

H04N5/445 
H04N5/76 
H04B1/20 


TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED QmLCLS) 


H04N 
H04B 


BERLIN 


11 July 1995 


Oudley, C 


CATEGORY OP CITED DOCUMENTS 



T ; Omotj or prtadyl* 
E.mAwm 

aft«t*«aitoifat 
D ; anrmwt dtei in 

L: 


A :■ 


• rtmttmimDy, 


2 


This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 


Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
Q^FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 


01 BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHD3IT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 


BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 



